
Jaly 28, 1997

Kate Hansel
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
14i6 Ninth Street, Suite 1155
Sacramenro~ CA 95814

SUBJECT: CALFED Bay-Delta Program Proposals for Ecosystem Restoration Projects and Programs from the
Sonoma Count), Water Agency in Response to the 1997 Category 11I Request for Proposals (RFP)

Dear Ms. Hansel:

Enclosed please fred ten (10) ¢olfles of each of t21e following five (5) CALFED Bay Delta Program Proposals submitted to
you, as required, by 4:00 p.m., on July 28, 1997, by the Sonoma County Water Agency:

1. Napa -Sonoma Marsh Wildlife Area Wetland Restoration

2. City of Petaluma Treatment Plmlt Upgrade

3. Sonoma Valley Coua~ Simitation District Treatment Plant Upgrade

4. Reclahned Water Pipeline Connecting City of Petsluma and City of Santa Rosa Subregional Treatraent
Plants

5. San Antonio Cre~k Watershed Restoration Feasibility Study

Each of ~ese projects meets fl~e eligibility criteria as presented in the RFP. Please direct all questions and correspondence
regarding these grant requests to Carol)~ Barbulesco on my staff. She can be reached at (707)521 -1807

We look forward to your prompt revie,,~ and favorable response to these proposed projects, which are located within the
identified geographic priority area of the North San Francisco Bay. Thank you.

Sincerely,

General Manager/Chic f Engineer
Sonoma County Water Agency

c¢: Cazolyn B~rbulesco
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July 25, 1997

Kate Hansel
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1426 9th Street, #1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear MS. Hansel:

I am writing in sulxport of the Sonoma County Water
Agency’s application for CALFED Bay-Delta funding.

I ~nderstand that the five proposed projects wonld
create significant environmental benefits while improvin~ the
g~allty Of life for Sonoma County residents.

These important rsstoratlon efforts are designed to
provide critical i~mprovements to water quality, protect and
restore the ecosystem by helping sustain diverse and valuable
plant and animal species, ~nd facilitate wetlands
restoration. More specifically, the Sonoma County Water
Agency plans to upgrade wastewater treatment centers to meet
tertiary-treatment levels, reduce discharges of treated
wastewater to San Pablo Bay, provide recycled water to local
agriculture, supply an alternative to freshwater use for
wetland restoration, and off-set freshwater diversions in the
San Antonio Creek Watershed.

CALFED f%u~ding is important to the advancement of these
worthy projects. I urge you to give Sonoma County Wate~
Agency’s application your most serious consideration. If you             "
have any questions, please contact Gia Daniller in my San
Francisco office at 415-403-0113.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Barbara Boxer
United States Senator

BB/gd/j is
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EXECUTIVE SUMMA R Y ]

SAN ANTONIO CREEK WATERSHED RESTORATION
FEASIBILITY STUDY

San Amonio Creek flows in an easterly direction and forms the boundary, between southern Soaoma
and northern Matin Counties. The majority, of the watershed is either open space or in agricultural
production. Grazing and dairy operations art: the primary agricultural activities. Sa~ Antonio Creek
eventually flows into the Petaluma River near the Petaluma Marsh, one of the largest tidal marshes in
the Bay-Delta regiun.

The City of Pctaluma is located in southern Sonoma County approximatdy 30 miles north of San
Francisco and lies within the Petaluma River watershed, which covers an area of 146 square miles.
The Petaiuma River bisects the city of Pstaiuma and flows in a southerly direetinn into western San
Pabio Bay. Several of the tributaries to the Petaluma River support anadromous fisheries.

Currently, the Petaluma treatment plant annuully discharges approximately 1.1 billion gallon~ of
seanndary-treated wastov, ater into the Petaluma River and the San Pablo Bay/North Bay Mashes
complex. The Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA) is requesting CALFED fimds to assess the
feasibility cf constructing a pipeline from the Petaluma treatment plant to the San Antonio Creek
watershed area. The purpose of the proposed pipeline is to provide a source of reclaimed water to
dairy operators in the San Antonio Creek watershed to offset freshwater diversions and reduce the
mount of reclaimed water discharged into the Petaluma River from the City of Peraluma wastewator
treatment plant. The project would provide approxiraatoly 2,000 acre feet of secondary- and/or
te~ary-treated reclaimed water per year to the dairy operators irt this area while implementing Best
Management Practices being developed by the San Antonio Watershed Association.

In addition to primary, benefits to San Antonio Creek and the Petaluma River, this projdct would also
improve water quality in the San Pablo Bay/North Bay Marshes complex. Tlais area provides habitat
for all the fisheries of the Priority Species list which include chinook salmon, delta smelt, splittall,
steelbead trout, green sturgeon, and stsiped bass, and hundreds of thousands of migratory waterfowl,
shorebirds, and wading birds.

F~YECUTIVE SUMMARY 1
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION                                                              I
A. Project Description and Approach

The purpose at" the proposed project is to assess the feasibility of providing a source at" reclaimed
water to dairy operators in the San Antonio Creek watershed to offset freshwater diversions and
reduce the amount of reclaimed water discharged into the Petaluraa River from the City of Petaluma
(Petaiuraa) wastewater treatraant plant. The proposed project would consist of constructing pipelines
frora the Petaiuma treatment plant to the Sa~ Antonio Creek watershed and would provide
approxiraately 2,000 acre feet (AF) of secondary- and/or tertiary-treated reclaimed water per year to
the dairy operators in this area.

In addition to primary benefits to San Antotho Creek and the Petaluma River, impleraentation of this
project would also improve water quality in the San Pablo Bay and adjacant wetland habitats,
including the Petaltuna, Naps, and Sonatas Mar~hes. The San Pablo Bay/North Bay Marshes
eoraplex provides habitat for all the fisheries of the Pdorlty Species list which include chinook
salmon, delta smelt, splittail, steelhead ~rout, green sturgeon, striped bass, and hundreds of thousands
of raigratory waterfowl, shorebirds, and wading birds.

B. Location and!or Geographic Boundaries of Project

San Antonio Creek flows in an easterly direction and fcrras the boundary between southern Soanraa
and northern Matin Counties (Figure I). The raajority of the watershed is open space or in
agricultural production. Grazing and dairy operations are the primary agricultural activities. San
Aatonio Creek evantuaily flov~s into the Petaluma River near the Pets[urea Marsh. The Pe~.uma
Marsh is one of the largest tidal marsb_es in the Bay-Delta region.

The City of Pet~uma is located in southern Soanma Cottony approximately 30 miles north of San
Francisco and lies within the Petaluma River watershed, which covers an a~a of 146 square miles.
The Petaluma River bisects the city of Petainma and flows in a southerly direction into western San
Pablo Bay. Several of the tributaries to the Petaluma River support anadromoas fisheries.

C. Expected Benefits

Priority species, habitat and expected benefitz are summarized in Table 1. The primary stressor
categories (as defined by the EtLPP) addressed by the proposed project inciude (1) Alteration of
Flows and Other Effects ef Water Management, (2) Chamael Form Changes, (3) Water Quality, (4)
Water Temperature, and (5) Land Use. Further details on expected benefits are discussed below.

Primary Stressors and Benefits

The ERPP has identified several subcategories within.the North Bay region including hydrograph
aiterations, entrainment, migration barriers, loss of existing ripax~an zones or lack of regeneration
potential, increased contaminants, water temperature, a~d land use practices that will be addressed
through impleraentation of the proposed project.

PROdECTDESCRIPTION 1
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Hydrograph Alterations: By making reclaimed water available for agricultural irrigation,
Farmers will be able to substitute reclairned water for existing riparian diversions. This
substitution process may augment stream flows in tributaries by eliminating numerous small

Entrainment: Reducing entrainment in the North Bay was identified by the Technical Team’s
Stressors And Example Restoration Action Summary Report as a project consistent wi~ 1997
Category [II fianding. By making reclaimed water available for agricultural irrigation and
dairy operations, farmers will be able to substitute ~is source for existing riparian diversions.
This substitution process may potentially eliminate many small scale unscreened diversions.

PROJECTDESCRtPTION 2
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Migration Barriers: In addition to unscreened or poorly screened intakes, many riparian
diverters use summer darns to retain water during low flow ~-~-iods. Summer dan~s can be a
significant migrational barrier for juvenile anadromous fish. Substituting reclaimed water for
riparian diversions will make summer dam structures obsolete.

Loss ¢~Existing Riparian Zones or Lack o] Regeneration Potential: The primary land use in
the San Antonio Creek watershed is agriculture. Landowners in the watershed have recently
formed the San Antonio Creek Watershed Association to improve land use and agricultural
practices within the watershed. Providing a substitute for riparian diversions will facilitate
projects such as constructing fences to isolate livestock from riparian are~.

Increased Contaminants: Currently, the Petaluma treatment plant annually discharges
approximately 1.1 billion gallons of secondary-treated wastewater into the San Pablo
Bay/North Bay Marshes complex. Implementation of the proposed project will make a
portion oftNs water available for dairy farmers and other agricultural irrigators in the San
Antonio Creek watershed, thereby reducing surface water discharges.

Water Temperature’ Temperature conditions in the San Antonio Creek watershed will be
improved tl’trough riparian enhancement efforts that will be facili~ared through implementation
of the proposed project.

Land Use Practices: Existing land uses in the watershed are under review by local
agricultural landowners who have recentIy formed the San Antonio Creek Watershed
Association. The Association’s goals include improving water quality in the watershed
through implementation of dairy waste Best Matmgement Practices.

Potential Benefits to other Ecosystem Restoration programs and Third Parties

Agriculture: See Table 1 and the above section entitled Increased Contaminants.

D. Biological Justification

~ Currently, the Petaluma treatment plant annually 6ischarges 1.1 billion gallon~ of
seccnd~. -treated wastewater into San Pab|o Bay. T~e proposed project would significantly reduce
that discharge and remediate existing [and uze practices in the San Antonio Creek watershed.

Prot~osed Approach and Alternatives: The proposed approach is presented in detail in .4 PRO.IECf"
DESCRIPTION. Alternatives to the propoeed project include continued discharge tff secondary-
treated wastewater into the Petaluma River and San Pablo Bay, continuing instream diversions in San
Antonio Creek. or potentially upgrading the Petaluma treatment plant to tertiary ~reatment to improve
the water quality of the discharge.

l~sis for Expected Benefits: All of the priority species listed in C. EXPECTED BENEFITS are
known to exist in the vicinity of the proposed project. The pruposed project will restore an important
tributary to the Petaluma River, and improve water quality in the Petaluma Marsh as ,,’cell as the entire
San Pablo Bay/North Bay Marshes complex.

DESCRIPTION 3
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Durability of Expected Benefits: The expected benefits associated with the proposed infrastructure
are anticipated to continue as long as the proposed facilities remain operable.

~ See E. PROPOSED SCOPE OF WORK and G IMPLEMENTABILITY.

E. Proposed Scope of Work

En~ineerthg Feasibility Study: As part of the CEQA process, an engineering feasibility study would
be performed to evaluate pipeline aligrmaent alternatives for the project. An engineering feasibility
study report would be prepared concurrent with preparation of the CEQA compliance document and
would be completed within 18 to 24 months of receiving authorization to proceed.

F. Monitorin¢ and Data Eval~lation

NO monitoring is proposed for the Feasibility Study phase of the proposed project.

However, if the proposed project were implemented an extensive moditoring program would be
conducted to analyze the effectiveness of this project in improving habitat values in San Antonio
Creek and water quality in the Petaluma River and the San Pablo Bay, a~.

Habitat monitoring would include tracking the extent and density of ripari&n canopy and semi-annual
macroin’,ertebrat¢ surveys. Riparian area would be determined armually using aerial photography.
Canopy density would be determined annually in the field using a densiometar at selected sites. In
addition, the amount and location of livestock exclusion fencing installed each year will be mapped.
Maerdinvertebrate surveys will be conducted during the spring and fall according to the California
Stream Bioassessmant Procedure developed by the California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG).

Water quality monitoring would be conducted in San Antonio Creek and near former discharge points
into the Petaluma River. Baseline sampling would be conducted in these areas to determine water
quality prior to eliminating wastewater discharge and to provide data for future analytical
comparison. Monitoring would incorporate all elements typically tested in v~stewater prior to
discharge, including biological oxygen demand (POD), total suspended solids, pH, chlorine residuals,

, copper, zinc, and o~ers. In addition, monitoring would be conducted on drainages present in areas
where reclaimed water is or will be used for irrigation and other purposes. Monitoring would involve
analyzing water quality and quantity (flow volume) during late spring, summer, and fall months to
assess improvements in water quality and flow due to a reduction in agricultural use of creeks and
streams. Where possible, baseline sampling would be conducted in these creeks and drainages to
determine water qu,a!iW and quantity prior to project implementation and to provide data for future
analytical comparison.

G. I mplementability

The purpose or" the Feasibility Study is to assess the -implementability of the proposed reclaimed
water distribution system to the San Antonio Creek watershed, Preliminary efforts indicate that
construction of the proposed distribution pipeline can be performed using conventional pipeline and
pumping equipment.

PROJECTDESCRIPTION 4
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Since July 1996, SCWA has worked with local agticultural and commtmity representatives to
evaluate the potential for increaslug the use of reclaimed water for habitat restoration and irrigation.
Based on these efforts, there is wide ranging support for pruviding reclaimed water for beneficial use.
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I¢~OSTS AND SCHEDULE TO IMPLEMENT PROPOSED PROJECT

A. Budget Costs

SONOMA COUNTY WATER AGENCY
Direct Salary Service Construction Total

Task Description and Benefits Contracts Contracts Cost

CALFEI) GRANT
Direct Salary Setwice Construction Total

Task Description " and Benefits Contract~ Contracts Cost

B. Schedule Milestones

Task Estimated Completion (from start of 9r0ject)
Engineering Feasibi!ity Study 24 months

COS7~ ,4ND SCHEDULe, I
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IAPPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS                                       J

Organization of Staff and Other Resources:

The Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA) is a special District created by the California Sta~e
Legislature (Statutes of 1949, Chapter 994 as amended). SCWA is empowered to produce and
furnish surface and groundwater for beneficial uses; to control and dispose of flood, storm, and other
waters; to generate electrical energy; to provide saul~ry sewerage Selwices; and to provide
recreational services in connection with flood control and water conse~’ation works. SCWA
exercises all ofthase powers.

New legislation was enacted in 1994, to add wastewatar disposal to SCWA’s responsibilities. SCWA
assumed management responsibilities for County sanitation districts and zones on January I, 1995,
from the former Sonoma County Depasmae~t of Public Works. Included in the Sonoma County
sanitation districts and zones are the Sonoma Valley CSD, Forestville County Sanitation District,
Graton Sanitation Zone, Sonoma County Airport Sanitation Zooe, Geyserville Sanitation Zone, South
Park County Sanitation District, and Occidental CotmF Sanitation District. SCWA’s principal
sanitation functior~ are to oversee, operate, a~d maintain the sanitation zones as determined by the
various terms required by the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) peffaits
issued by the North Coast and~ur San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Boards.

SCWA has two principa~ water supply functions. SCWA o~,ns and operates a water transmission
system which delivers water to a number of public and investor-owned water distribution systems in
Sonoma and Matin Counties. This transmission system is financed, constructed, and maintained
pursuant to an Agreement for Water Supply and Constraction of the Russian River-Cotati Ixttertie
Project, dated October 25, 1974, and last amended June 28, 1995. SCWA also regulates the flow of
the Russian River for the benefit of agricultural, mtmicipal and instreare beneficial uses within
Mandocino and Sonoma Counties and manialpal uses in Murin CourtW, This function is carried out
pursuant to Decision 1610 of the Califorma Water Resources Control Board dated April 17, 1986.
This Decision anaanded the several appropriafive water rights perzcfts held by SCWA and establL~aed
the criteria for the coordinated operation of two t~derai projects, the Coyote Valley Dam Project on
the East Fork Russian River and the Warm Springs Dam Project on Dry Creek. SCWA consols the
water supply storage space of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers Projects ander contracts with the
United States Government. The water ~msmission system is operated as an enterprise wJ.th revenues
derived from water and power sales. The regulation of the Russian River is a goverm’nantal fuanfion
and all costs associated with the USACE projects are paid with the proceeds of countywide levied
property taxes, except in the case of Matin and Mendocino County benefieianies which pay a water
charge in lieu of the Sonoma County property tax.

Pttrsua~t to a license from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, SCWA constructed and
operates a 2.6 megawatt hydroelectric project at Warm Springs Darn. The power is sold to Pacific
Gas and Electric Comply pursuant to an "as delivered" Public Utilities Commission approved
Interim Standard Offer No. 4 power purchase con~’a~:t. The project wa~ financed by the water
transmission system enterprise fund and power sales revenues are pledged to that fund.

APPLICANTQUALIFICATIONS I

I --003600
1-003600



SCWA maintains recreational ~ces at a number of its facilities. The most important of these is
Spring Lake Park which ~ constrneted by SCWA and is opomted by the Cotmty of Sonoma
Reglonal Parks Department under a service contract wi~:h SCWA.

The County of Sonoma Board of Supervisors is. ex of~cio, the Board of Directors of SCWA. The
County Administrator, County Clerk, County Assessor. Cotmty Tax Collector. County Auditor,
County Treasurer, County Counsel, County Purchasing Agency and. District Attorney are, unless
otherwise provided by the Board of Directors, also ex officio officers of SCWA. SCWA is
administered by the General Manager/Chief Engineer, Randy D. Poole, who serves at the pleasure of
the Board of Directors.

Collaborating Participants

SCWA is seeking statements of support for this project application from various agencies and
organizations with shared e~.virorunental interests and concerns. SCWA’s solicitation of support
letters is taking place concurrently with the preparation of this application. A complete list of the 35
agencies and organizations contacted is provided in Appendix 1. Letters received prior to the
application deadline will be attached for your review. Additional letters will be forwarded to
CALFED as they are received.

Technical~ Administrative and Project Management Roles

Randy D. Poole, General Manager/Chief Engineer ef the Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA)
wi]I serve as the Principal Administrator for the project, providing direction and assigning project
management and technical functions to SCWA staff. Fiscal review will be supervised by the
Administrative Services Officer for SCWA. Grant reporting requirements wilI be monitored and
coordinated by the Grants Procurement Manager.

tliosketches

~, General Manager!Chief Engineer, Sonoma County Water Agency
Randy D. Poole holds a Bachelor of Science degree iv. Agricultural Engineering from Oregon State
University (1976) and is a registered Professional Civil Engineer in the States of California and
Oregon. He is currently the General Manager/Chief Engineer for the Sonoma County Water Agency.
Prior to that, his professional career includes service as Chief Engineer for the Sonoma County Water
Agency (1991-94), Chief Engineer/Assistant General Manager for the Marin Municipal Water
District (1999-91), and Senior Engineer for the City of Portland, Bureau of Water Works, in Pot-tland,
Oregon (1986-89).

Mr. Poole is experienced in CEQA/NEPA and environmental i~ues, all levels of management for the
design, construction, operation, and maintenance of major water, wastewater, and recreational water
facilities, including darns, treatment plants, reservoirs, pump smtians, storage tanks, groundwater well
field systems, larger-diameter pipelines, and other appurtenant facilities. He is also experienced ifi all
phases of water and wastewater supply transmission, storage, pumping, distribution, water rights
issues, and groundwater recb.arge-extraction programs. His professional memberships include the
American Water Resources AssanJation, American Water Works Association, and the Ameficun
Society of Civil Engineers.

APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS 2

I --003601
1-003601



Renee T. Webber. Supervising Environmental Specialist. Sonoma County Water Agency
Renee T. Webber holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Enviroranental Studies, with a minor in Water
Resources, t-rom California State University, Sacramento (1984). She is currently the Supervising
Environmental Specialist (Environmental Impact Studies and Report~) tbr the Sonoma County Water
Agency. where she supervises and coordinates the enviromnemal review of public and pdvat~
construction and de’~elopment projects, is responsible for the preparation of appropria~
erwironmantal reports tbr anch projects, and pertbrms related duties as required.

Ms. Webber has a th~rough knowledge of Federal, State, and local laws, regulations, current
programs and court decisions pertaining to environmental protection. She is well iatbrmed about
environmental considerations in the design, location, and construction of public (flood control,
highway, water supply, sanitation) and private (residential, commercial, industrial) projects as well as
citizen and puh!ie interest groups dealing with environmental matters.

~_e~kYx~2hi~, Supervising Environmental Specialist, Sonoma County Water Agency
Scan K. White holds a Bechelor of Science degree in Fisheries Biology from Humboldt Stat~
University (1991). He is currently the Supervising Environmental Specialist (Fisheries) for the
Sonoma County Water Agency, where he manages the Fisheries Enhancement Program. Prior to
that, his professional career includes service as the resident Fisheries Biologist and Wildlife Ecologist
for Wetlands Research Associates, Inc., in San Rafael, California, and also a Director on the Matin
Municipal Water District Board of Directors.

Mr. ~,Vaite has authored the fisheries component for numerous environmemal documents, including
Biological Axxessment, Routa 37 Improvements ]Vhite Slough Specific Area Plan Environmental
Studies (1995), Cargill Salt Environmental Assessmen~ (1994), and Redwood High School Marsh
Enhancement Monitoring(1993). In addition, he has engaged ~n a wide variety of fishery resota~
surveys and has utilized numerous restoration techniques,

Michael D. Thompson, CiviI Engineer, Sonoma County Water Agency
Michael D. Thompson holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from California
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo (1982). In addition, he holds a Master of Science
degree in Civil Engineering and a Minster of Business Admirfistrafion degree, both from the
University of California, Davis (1987). He is a registered ProfessionaI Civil Engineer as well as a
Registered Environmental Assessor in the State of California. He is currently a Civil Eng~eer for the
Sonoma County Water Agency. Prioi to that, his professional career includes service at two Novato,
California, firms -- as Senior and Associate Engineer for PES Environmental, Inc. (1989-96), Project
Engineer for Harding Lawson Associates (1987-89) and as S~ff Engineer for S. S. Papadopu!os,
Davis, Calilbmia.

Mr. Thompson has provided environmental engineeruig secvices to both private and public sector
clients. He is familiar with a wide variety of civil and environmental engineering projects. He has
prepared structural designs using steel, concrete, and earth building materials, performed groundwater
modelthg, become familiar with regulations associated" with drinking water quality and wastewater
discharge, directed earthwork gr~ing projects, supervised and trained technical staff, and managed
complex environmental investigation and remediation projects.

APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS 3
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COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS J

Conflicts of Interest

The Sonoma Count~ Water Agency, as Applicant, will comply with all State and Federal conflict of
interest laws, including but not limited to, Government Code Section 1090, and Public Contract Code
104 l0 and 10411 for State conflict o f interest requirements.

References for Similar Projects
Similar projects in which the Sonoma County Water Agency has served as a partner, participant, or
lead agency are described in the follox~ing project reports:

1. Sonoma Vaitey County Sanitation Districts Hudeman Slough Discharge Management Plan, 1994

2. Hudeman Slough Mitigation and Enhancement Wetlands, 1996

3. Sonoma County Water Agency Fisheries Enhancement Program

4. Adobe Creek Fishway Construction and Habitat Restoration

5. Russian River Action Plan

COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS I
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6947 Cliff Aver~ue, Bodega ~ly, CA 949;~3
Richard Charter    (707)sTs-~a2 (707)875-2345 (707)875-2947

~u|y22, 1997

CALFED Bay-OeJt~
1416 N~.nth Street~ S~te 1155
Sacram~to, CA 95814

To Whom It May Concern:

I ~ wri~ in suppo~ of a ~ant pr~os~ by ~ ~noma Co~ Water Ag~ fo~
a recyd~ wat~ ~s~ibu~o~ ~ co~e~g the Clty of Petaluma ~d ~ Ci~
of S~ta ~sa Subregional Tfea~e~t Plants. It ~ dear ~t
~a~itate ~ restora~on o~ de,reded bay~t wetland habitat at t~ C~[I site ~d
would also provide a v~y sig~ficant con~uHon to ~e utl~za~on of treated
wastewater for a~c~t~ i~ga~on ~d ~r o~er ~ve

I have been a d~e~ paf~cipanr in the ~estora~on o~ ~dat wetlands at ~e ~noma
Bay~ands P~o~ect and ~e Petalu~ ~ver ~da[ Marsh Res~ra~on Project d~g
my ~ofmer tense as ~ecutlve ~edor ot ~e ~noma ~nd T~L
complexity of ~bitat res[ora~on pzo]ects ~d ~e cha~enges fac~ by agendas
seeing to ca~y out su~ pr~ects, p~ic~afly when it comes to sec~ an
dloca~on o~ ~resh wa~r in a wa~z-s~zce ~e~.

My support is con~ent upon thorough enviro~en~l ~view of ~ pzoposed
project and the coac~rence of a~ relev~t reg~atofy agendas ~at the pro~ect
would e~nce ~e ~al~ o~ San ~anclsco Bay.

Sincerely,

l~chard Charter
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Conservation Action’s tentative endorsement of this project is subject to the
following conditions:

*     That the net environmental impacts of the proposed projects be
thoroughly studied and that all appropriate regulatory a~encies agree that the
project would enhanc~ the health of land and waterways in $onoma County
and of San Francisco Bay ecosystems.

¯ That the Sonoma County Water Agency adopts policies which commit
the Agency to principles of stewardship and environmenta/responsibility in
managing its reclaimed water collection and distribution systems.
¯ That the Agency commit to creating permanent mechartisms, such as
advisory committees, through which the local environmental communi~
will have greater access to information about the activities of the Agency and
greater input into the decision-making of the Agency.

if these criteria &re agreed to by the Sor~oma County Water Agency, Sonoma
County Conservation Action supports SCWA’s application for Cal/Fed grant
funding for the Cargi]l project,

Please/sx~t my office it there axe questions.
/ /

Sin       ,

Executive Director
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22, 1997

gro  w , rs ......
,~50 Se.cond Slreer. $,Jile C ¯ Sanla Rosa California 95404 . (707) 57~-3110
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North Bay Chapter, 632 Fifth Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95402

July 22, 1997                                                                  ~, ;., ....

CALPED Bay-Delta Program
1416 Ninth Street Suite 1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear CAL-FED Bay-Delta Program:

This letter ts to confirm Trout Unlimited’s support for the Sonoma County Water
Agency proposal to reuse reclaimed water from the Sa~t~ Rosa SubreKional Treatment
p]ant for restoration of Bay Wetlands at the Cargill Salt Ponds.

Trout Unlimited is a cold water fishery conservation organization with 95,000
members internationally and 1,100 members in the North Bay Chapter. Our membership
is par~icalarly concerned about the Coho Salmon and Rainbow Stoelhead Trout fisheries
of the Russian River and opposes any further degradation of the Las’una de Santa
Rosa(an Impaired Water, ray), Mark West Creek, and the Russian River by resource
wasteful waste water discharges to threatened and. endangered salmeald habitat.

A program to reuse the Subregional plant’s reclaimed water for restoration of Bay
Wetlands is the type of proposal we can support that will actually use this valuable water
resource for environmental enhancement rather tha= waste over 8 billion gallons of water
annually discharging it to the once tb_dv~ng salmomd habitat of the Russian River.

We urge CALFED to approve funding for the upgrading of the Sonoma Valley and
Petaluma treatment plants to tertiary treatment and restoring 8,000 acres of Cargfl] salt
pond to important wetland and fishery nursery habitat by providing a pipeline from Santa
Rosa’s Subregional treatment plant to the Petaluma Plant and the Sonoma Valley plant to
the Cargill salt ponds. This pipeline will also allow for North Bay agricultural economic
development by reuse of the nutrien~-Hch water along the pipeline’s route.

Trout Unlimited would be pleased to be represented on a citizen advisory
committee to the Sonoma County Water A~ensy to help in ~he implementation of
project and restoration work plaaned in the North Bay and Russian River watersheds.

Sincerely, Sincerely,
TROUT UNLIMITED TROUT UNLIMITED

R. Brian Hines Mike Swaney
Board of Director~ Conservation Chairman
North Bay Chapter Califorrda State Council

cc: Stan Griffin, Regional VP
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